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SUBJECT: PUERTO RICO IN COMMITTEE OP 24 

1 . 1 MET WITH MISBAL EL ASIL AUGUST 26 TO MAKE THE 
DEMARCHE ON PUERTO RICO. EL ASIL WAS AWARE THAT I HAD 
SPOKEN WITH KETTANEH ON THE SUBJECT BUT WAS NOT PAMILIAR 
WITH THE DETAILS OF THE CONVERSATIONS. I GAVE HIM A COPY 
OP PRESIDENT CARTER'S DECLARATION AND WENT CAREFULLY 
OVER THE POINTS USED EARLIER WITH KETTANEH (STATE 188247) 

TO BRING HIM UP TO DATE. 

2. EL ASIL SAID HE WAS CERTAIN THAT KETTANEH HAD 
INPORMED ME THAT THE GOI WOULD PIND IT VERY DIPFICULT 
TO ALTER ITS STAND ON THE CUBAN RESOLUTION. I 
ADMITTED THAT WAS THE CASE AND EL ASIL THEN ASKED WHY 

1 WAS AGAIN RAISING THE ISSUE, THEREBY PROVIDING THE 
DESIRED OPPORTUNITY TO STRESS OUR CONCERNS. 

3. 1 DREW ON REP A TO UNDERLINE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
ISSUE TO THE U.S.G. AND ITS PUBLICLY DECLARED WILLINGNESS 
TO LET THE PEOPLE OP PUERTO RICO DECIDE POR THEMSELVES. 

I ALSO REEMPHASIZED THE DEMOCRATIC FREEDOMS IN PUERTO 
RICO AND THE POSITION THE UN HAS TAKEN IN THE PAST. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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AT THE END OP THE PRESENTATION I ASKED THAT IRAQ VOTE 
IN SUPPORT OP A MOTION TO DEPER. 

4. EL ASIL LISTENED CAREPULLY, BUT MADE NO NOTES, AND 
REPLIED THAT I "WAS ASKING A LOT. " I POINTED OUT THAT 
THIS REELECTED CONCERN AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF THE USG 
AND THAT THE REQUEST WAS NOT LIGHTLY MADE. HE PROMISED 
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TO CONVEY THE MESSAGE TO THE APPROPRIATE PEOPLE 
PROMPLTLY, IN VIEW OF THE SHORT TIME REMAINING BEEORE 
THE VOTE, ADDING THAT HE EELT THERE WAS LITTLE LIKELIHOOD 
THAT IRAQ WOULD SWITCH. 

4. COMMENT: THERE SHOULD BE LITTLE DOUBT THAT WE ARE 
VERY INTERESTED IN THIS MATTER, BUT IT IS FAR LES 
CERTAIN THAT OUR INTEREST WILL HAVE THE DESIRED 
EEEECT. THE EACT OE MY THIRD DEMARCHE ON PUERTO RICO 
WAS KNOWN TO ZAHAWI, WITH WHOM I MET SEBSEQUENTLY, AND TO 
WHOM I GAVE A BRIEE RESUME OF THE IMPORTANT POINTS. 

HE COMMENTED THAT RELATIONS ARE INDEED IMPROVING IP 
SUBJECTS ON WHICH WE DIPPER SO STRONGLY CAN BE 
RAISED SO OFTEN. 

PECK 
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